
T inting  canopies 
 
T hings to  know  before tinting  a  canopy is that... 
 

1 . A  canopy w ill a lw ays appear to  be darker once m ounted  on the aircraft.  
2 . It is best to  tint tw o  canopies at the sam e tim e fo r 2  reasons,   

a) So  you can test fo r desired  darkness and   
b ) Y ou w ill a lw ays have an exact dup licate  in the unhopeful event o f an accident    

3 . B etter to  test a  lighter tinted  canopy on the m odel before just m aking it too  dark because you can 
never lighten one if you have m ade it to  dark but you can alw ays darken a canopy if you m ade it 
too  light.  

 
W hat you  w ill need  

 
1 . Large po t, p referab ly a  po t that w ill be large enough to  allow  the untrim m ed canopy to  m ove 

around  in  it. 
 

2 . C andy therm om eter 
 

3 . R ite  D ye (pow der type &  co lor o f cho ice) 
 

4 . W hite/clear V inegar 
 

Steps to  tin ting  a  canopy 
 

1 . F ill up  a  large po t o f w ater and  b ring w ater to  a  tem perature o f 125° F .H . and  stab ilize w ater tem p. 
@  125° fo r approxim ately 30  m inutes 

2 . O N C E  w ater is stab ilized  @  125° add  in  dye (1  w hole box) and  stir thoroughly 
 

3 . A dd  1  - 2  cap  fills V inegar (just like do ing E aster eggs) 
 

4 . A dd  in  a  p inch o f salt (don 't ask.... it just w orks better w ith it) 
 

5 . M ix w ell....  
 

6 . ** O ne thing to  no te is "D O  N O T " trim  any excess m aterial o ff the canopy before tinting because 
p rovid ing you do  no t over heat the w ater this w ill help  your canopy ho ld  it's shape ** A D D  
canopy  

 
N ext is probably  the m ost im portant part. 
 
E very 15  m inutes m ove the canopy around  in the w ater w ith a  none abrasive ob ject (w ooden o r p lastic  
spoon w orks great)    
C ook canopy fo r approxim ately 1  hour constantly checking the T em p. D oes N O T  exceed  125° F .H . 
 
A fter an hour you m ay rem ove canopy and  check the darkness o f the tint. If you are satisfied  rem ove and  
rinse w ith w arm  w ater and  let d ry on an o ld  rag, if you w ish to  have a  darker canopy then "D O  N O T " rinse 
just continue the cooking p rocess w atching every 15  m inutes until desired  darkness is achieved . 
 

O nce satisfied  rem ove and  rinse w ith w arm  w ater and  let d ry on an o ld  rag. 
 
W alter U m land  
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